
Chapter 7

m
agine, if you can, a football coach putting his 

arm
 around his starting tailback and telling him

 
the players on the other team

 are going to feel 
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the ball,” the coach tells his player, “ease up.” 

 
N

o coach would ever say that. A
nd yet, in our classĥ

room
s, we tell our sm

art kids, in subtle ways, “Be careful 
about how you show your sm

arts. D
on’t be too showy.”
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T

hose disconnects between perception and reality, 
he adds, are probably greater in gifted education than 
in any other area of education. 

 
W

hy? 

�
2
QH�UHDVRQ�LV�DFDGHP

LF��6RP
H�SHRSOH�EHOLHYH�LI�

students learn som
ething too quickly, they don’t really 

learn itħ
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tem
porary. Research studies, however, show

 that w
hen 

adolescents learn som
ething in an accelerated setting 

they retain that know
ledge at least into graduate school. 
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em
otional. W

e all w
ant our kids to be happy and 
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social price if accelerated. But, again, research studies 

show
 that acceleration is alm

ost alw
ays a plus in the 

socialĥ em
otional sense because students are m

ore enĥ
gagedħ

happierħ
w

hen they’re learning at a rate and in 
an environm

ent that’s right for them
. T

hey enjoy being 
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To be fair, the research suggests som

e gifted 
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accelerated and, all of a sudden, aren’t autom
atically 

the sm
artest ones in the room

. But the research show
s 

this dip is slight and alm
ost alw

ays tem
porary. In the 
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w
ho track dow

n adults w
ho were accelerated as chilĥ

dren. T
he only regret m

ost of those adults have is that 
they weren’t accelerated earlier. 

 
T

he politics of education also can create another 
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w
ant anything to do w

ith gifted education. T
hey see it 

as elitist, unfair, and a m
isuse of resources. Identifying 

som
e students as gifted, they believe, som

ehow
 m

akes 
other students feel badħ

even though, again, researchĥ
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exam

ple, need to learn at a faster pace than others. 

 
Taken together, these disconnects are powerful and 

continue to hold back gifted students.

“T
here are risks and costs to action. But they are far less
than the long-range risks of com

fortable inaction.”
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“It’s absolutely incorrect to say that A

m
erica has a 
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“A

m
erica loves exceptional athletic talent. T

he better 
you are, the m

ore you’re going to be loved. A
lso, we 

have no problem
 w

ith exceptional talent in the arts. 

 
“T

he area we have trouble with is intellectual talent. 
T

here is an am
biguity about being sm

art. A
m

ong teenagĥ
ers, the idea of intellectual ability is typically not adored. 
It’s m

uch easier, in term
s of popularity, to be seen as 

JRRGĥORRNLQJ��DV�KDYLQJ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�VDYY\��FHUWDLQO\�
athleticism

, than to be seen as intellectually gifted.”

 
It is precisely because of that paradox that gifted 

education program
s and acceleration of bright students 
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m
er program

s w
ith other gifted kids, and w

atch 
WKDW�FKLOG�XQIROG�DQG�ÀRXULVK��<RX¶OO�VHH�D�FKLOG�Z

KR�
is no longer em

barrassed about how
 m

uch he or she 
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adults w

ho invent and create, w
ho solve problem

s, w
ho 

see w
hat others don’t. T

hey accom
plish m

ore, faster. 
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alm
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to be wellĥ DGMXVWHG��VDWLV¿HG�Z
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and happy w
ith their lives. 

 
Acceleration is good for alm

ost all highly able chilĥ
dren. It’s good for society. T

hose are the facts, based on 
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“T

he m
ost com

pelling argum
ent we have for accelĥ

eration is the success of the outcom
es,” says D

r. N
ancy 
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eration, w
hy do the disconnects persist? 
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DUH�QRW�JLIWHG��3DUHQWV�FDUH�DERXW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�� 
so w

hy should they care about other people’s  
gifted children? 
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LIWHG�FKLOGUHQ�
can have problem

s, of course, but the m
ajority of 
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it com

es tim
e to help anyone, the natural inclinaĥ

tion is to help those w
ho don’t have a head start 

and natural advantage. 

3.  
A

m
ericans care m

ore about equity than they do 
about excellence. 

 
“I think that’s the natural clim

ate today,” D
r. W

ai 
adds. “If we can’t persuade people based on that cliĥ
m

ate, then there’s little we can do.”

�
*
LYHQ�WKRVH�UHDOLWLHV��DFFHOHUDWLRQ�P

DNHV�HYHQ�
m

ore sense as the m
ost practical and costĥ HɱHFWLYH�Z

D\�
to help gifted children. W

hy not challenge our brightĥ
est children? W

hy not m
ove them

 ahead to w
here they 

are learning som
ething new

 every day? 

 
“W

e have this am
biguity about intellectual talent 
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it’s past tim
eħ

to m
ove on.”

The Evidence
• 

“The Im
pact of Acceleration on Careers,” Volum

e 2, 
page 171

• 
“Long-Term

 Effects of Educational Acceleration,” 
Volum

e 2, page 73

Breanna Kram
er stands in 

the University of Iow
a M

ain 
Library. She entered college 

a year early and “loves 
university classes.”  
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